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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE UNIVERSITY. 



Something was said a month ago concerning the responsibility 

of the university for religious education. We may not lose sight of 

the important fact that the home and the church have 

University Do? eac ' 1 * ts wor ^' but w ^ n tn ^ s definitely in mind, we 
ask: What is it that the university may reasonably be 
expected to do in this particular field ? 

First of all, then, the university is unquestionably the agency 
through which there should be instituted such investigations as those 
It May to which reference was made. This is true because 

Institute so large a part of the fundamental work necessary for 

Investigations these investigations is already established in the uni- 
versity. If, for example, the research proposed is to deal with 
biblical material, departments already exist which are equipped for 
just this work. The same thing holds good if it lies along the lines 
of psychology, philosophy, history, or even the more practical field of 
pedagogy. It is a question, indeed, whether such investigations can 
be pursued to any considerable advantage outside of the university. 
Moreover, there exists in the university the spirit of research, without 
which no effort of this kind will be successful. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, it is only in a friendly environment that investigation is 
likely to be prosecuted. For the highest cultivation of art, in any of 
its several departments, one must seek a friendly atmosphere. How 
different, for example, was the attitude toward art which manifested 
itself in ancient times, on the one hand in Israel, and on the other 
hand in Greece ! In one country art of every kind was placed under 
a ban, because the leaders of the people believed it to be inseparably 
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associated with a form of religious faith entirely hostile to the great 
ideas of God which they were making strenuous effort to inculcate 
in the minds of the people. In the other country nothing existed 
either in nature or in the life of the people that did not encourage the 
development of art and contribute to its culture. The spirit of 
research in any line of modern knowledge is something exceedingly 
delicate, requiring constant encouragement, and possible only under 
the most favoring circumstances. For the best interests, then, of 
religious education the university should undertake those pieces of 
investigation which shall place in a newer and truer light the funda- 
mental principles of education as they are applied to the religious field. 
Nor can the university from its own point of view afford to neglect 
this fruitful line of work. It has already been suggested that in the 
work of many of its departments it finds itself forced to take up 
questions directly involving the problems of religion or theology. 
This appears in connection with philosophy and psychology, history 
and sociology, English and modern literature ; while the problems of 
the great fields of science in every case resolve themselves finally into 
questions which are more or less closely connected with this all- com- 
prehensive subject. If one attempts to separate religion, religious 
thought, and religious life from these various fields of inquiry, he will 
soon find that such effort is impracticable. So closely interwoven are 
the lines of secular and religious thought through all the past, as well 
as in modern times, that they may not be sharply separated. 

Two or three practical results will follow the taking up of these 

problems by the university: (i) The subject of religious education, 

and indeed the subject of religion itself, will be elevated 

8 Result8 ACT ' CAL and di S nined in the minds of a S reat bod y of P eo P le b y 
whom, perhaps, the claims of religion have not hitherto 

been strongly felt. We do not mean to imply that religion itself will 

be dignified or elevated; that is impossible. But, in the estimation 

of a class of people who have not given to religion its proper place, 

there will be an added dignity, and consequently a larger interest. 

(2) There is nothing more essential for the advantage of religion, as 

well as for that of religious education, than that it should be treated 

with respect and reverence ; and this will be one of the results of the 

introduction of this policy by the university. The very fact that these 
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problems are problems on which learned and scientific men shall 
work; the fact that they are deemed worthy of a place side by side with 
the problems of other great departments, will have an influence in 
securing for them, not only the dignified place to which they are 
entitled, but also that more delicate sentiment of respect and appre- 
ciation. (3) Inasmuch as it has been so widely felt that the religious 
feeling was something peculiar to women and weak men, and inas- 
much as every abuse of thought and conduct has been practiced in 
the name of religion, all this tending to the degradation of that which 
was most holy, there is actual need of some objective movement 
which, in a measure at least, shall counteract the debasing influence 
of so many other movements in their relation to religion. Just such 
an elevating and helpful influence, it is believed, will be found in this 
new attitude of higher institutions of learning toward the scientific 
consideration of problems connected with religion and the religious 
life. 

If it is asked, What shall be the nature of these investigations ? 
one need only refer to what has already been done in the papers and 
volumes published by university men within five years, and to the 
interest already shown by scientific scholars in questions relating to 
the development of the religious side of the child in accordance with 
the laws which have been made known in connection with anthropo- 
logical and psychological science. These studies, already noteworthy 
in character as well as in principle, give promise of a splendid work. 
The number of those men who are today devoting themselves exclu- 
sively to the consideration of these questions is already considerable, 
and the field is at once so large and so attractive that within a short 
time the number of such workers will be greatly increased. 

The university may likewise offer instruction in those subjects 
which contribute to a better conception of religious education. In 
It Should Offer ma king provision of this kind, consideration will be 
Instruction to given to the classes of students for which the univer- 
Various Classes s ity is responsible, and to the special work in various 
departments which bears upon the subject. (1) In 
so far aspossible, the university should encourage schools pre- 
paring students for college to offer the opportunity of making prepara- 
tion in the subject of biblical literature and history. Whatever may be 
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the point of view from which the subject is considered, the inevitable 
conclusion is that biblical history and literature, in view of their 
prominence in the history of the past, and in view of their influence 
in modern history and thought, deserve a place side by side with 
other ancient history and literature. In making this subject a possi- 
bility in the preparatory curriculum, one has in mind, of course, a 
kind of work which will be as severe in its character as any work of a 
similar nature in the schedule of studies. (2) The instruction in the 
university itself must be adapted to different classes of students. 
There will be undergraduates who choose this subject, as they would 
any other subject, for the sake of a liberal education; graduate stu- 
dents, who are preparing themselves to teach in one or the other 
departments concerned; divinity students, who require work of this 
kind as a part of .their technical training. In this way three great 
groups of students are brought into contact with the work. (3) But 
as in other subjects, so also in this, the responsibility of the univer- 
sity goes farther and should include provision for courses of lectures 
on subjects relating to religious education in the various departments 
concerned; correspondence courses likewise for those who are unable 
to avail themselves of other privileges offered in this line, as well as 
courses of reading for individual students and for groups. (4) Per- 
haps, at present, nothing more should be suggested than the work 
already mentioned, but in the future there is no reason why other 
work may not be included under this head. There is something 
fundamentally right in the German usage which includes religion 
as one of the subjects of study from the earliest educational stages 
of the child's development. We may not feel that the German plan 
has been successful in all particulars; indeed, we may be quite sure 
that, as at present arranged, it is the source of very great injury to 
many; but no one can doubt that great good has been accomplished, 
and that the sturdiness and strength of German character today are 
in some measure to be attributed to this important factor in the 
education of the German youth. As the term " religious" is today 
used, it includes also the idea of the ethical. It is therefore religion 
and ethics that are to receive attention in the schedule of courses 
offered. (5) The work proposed will, roughly speaking, include 
courses in biblical languages, as well as in biblical history and litera- 
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ture; courses in psychology and pedagogy, with special reference to 
the religious side of human development; courses in history and 
sociology which have to do with the progress of religion in the past 
and present ; courses in philosophy and science which shall deal with 
the fundamental truths and problems of religion; courses, still further, 
in comparative religion in which the history and ideas of the world's 
great religions will be considered. Here is opportunity almost 
unlimited; and when we stop to consider how large a place such 
work deserves, and, in comparison, the slight attention given it today, 
the need appears to be very great. Yet, as a result of all this, much 
may be expected to come in the way of larger horizon, greater sympa- 
thy for the religious spirit, and, in any case, a higher respect for its 
manifestation. 

The duty of the university will not be performed unless it shall 
make provision for religious education on the practical side. The 
character and the value of education in any realm 
Large Provision ^ el P en d u P on tne results which such education is able 
for Religious to achieve. It is necessary, however, that the practical 
Education on factor in all educational work shall be emphasized side 
t " e de PrACT,CAL by side with the theoretical. To this end the university 
should constitute itself a laboratory in which there shall 
be a working place for every member of the institution. If religion 
means anything, and if religious education has a function to perform, 
this meaning and this function will be comprehended and denned only 
as the work implied in religion and necessary to its proper cultiva- 
tion shall be performed. This is only expressing in another form the 
common idea that religion is a life which we live, or an atmosphere 
which we breathe. The test of the theory propounded in the various 
courses of instruction which are adapted to the needs of different classes 
of students will be made only in case such a laboratory as that to which 
I have referred is recognized as in existence, and the facilities for work 
in that laboratory are properly provided. Each individual church 
is itself a laboratory of religion. The university may not call itself a 
church, nor is it necessary even to organize a church within its walls; 
but there is no department of research or study in a university which 
does not require for its best development an opportunity for the 
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practical application of the truth which it discovers or promulgates. 
It is the greatest honor to an institution to have departments of pure 
science thoroughly established and strongly manned; the work in 
these departments being rigorously restricted to research and instruc- 
tion; every man being far removed from the temptation to entertain 
the thought of that which is called commercialism. But, while for 
the sake of the work in these departments they should be thus limited 
by their own volition, the university may not stop here. The applica- 
tion of the principles of chemistry and physics to life in all its various 
phases must be sought out, and this practical work, the work of the 
technical school, is as legitimate a part of the university's organiza- 
tion as that of research in pure science. Shall the university be 
limited to the study of the problems of biology as they are conducted 
in the several departments which make up this group — problems of 
the purely theoretical kind, such as the origin of species or the laws 
of heredity ? Or shall it go forward and establish a school of medi- 
cine in which the great truths of biological science are applied to 
relieve human suffering ? The analogy is just as true in the case of 
history and sociology. Shall the university content itself with the 
study of the past, and not provide also for the encouragement of 
practical work in those subjects in which the present is most vitally 
concerned ? And shall it restrict itself to the study of principles of 
social ethics without effort of any kind to inculcate those principles 
as the basis of life and work today ? The university is itself a life 
and an atmosphere. Its students and officers of instruction are living 
beings; and the life they live, if it is a full and complete one, must 
include the religious element. The university should therefore con- 
stitute itself a laboratory in which practical work is to be conducted; 
work which in itself will give occupation of a kind required by those 
who take advantage of its facilities ; work also through which perhaps 
new truth may be discovered, or new relations of old truth — and this 
is something equally advantageous; above all, perhaps a place in 
which old and new truth shall become better known to all who may 
desire it. We are not to forget that the truth in any line of thought 
already known, if practically applied, will contribute greatly to the 
betterment of life and thought. 
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In connection with this laboratory, the university will furnish 
opportunity for continuing the religious life begun at home by those 
The Need of w ^° ^ ave changed their residence to the university 
Continuity in community. It is a mistake for men and women 
the Religious entering upon university life to feel that they may for 
a period throw aside the restraints and the duties of 
their former life. It is a dangerous mistake — one that has occa- 
sioned much suffering and great loss. With the intellectual growth 
and maturity which the college life brings, there should be a corre- 
sponding religious growth; but this will not be obtained if one deliber- 
ately removes himself from all the agencies of religious influence. 
Nor can he expect to take up the religious life later at the place he 
dropped it. He may make the effort to do this, but he will fail 
because his old religious habit or thought will not fit into his new 
attitude of mind after three or four years of neglect. It is as if a 
man of twenty- two or three, after having added twenty pounds of flesh 
and grown three inches taller during his college life, would undertake 
again to put on the clothes which he wore when he entered college as a 
freshman. They will not fit. And what does he do ? He throws them 
aside; what else can he do ? The religious thought and spirit of one 
stage of intellectual development will not suit a later stage, and, 
being insufficient, will be altogether discarded. This fact — for it is 
a fact of life — may not be too strongly emphasized, and the responsi- 
bility of the university is, in this particular, all the more grave, because 
the home is far away; while the church no longer exerts its influence 
as before. 

The university in its laboratory of practical religion should encour- 
age the development of the altruistic spirit, for this is an essential 

part of the religious spirit. The life of the student and 
Opportunity to °^ ^e instructor is confessedly a selfish life. He is all 
Develop the the while laboring to acquire, to make himself strong. 
Altruistic This is right, if the correct motive underlie it all. But 

there the possibility exists that the wrong motive will 
control. To be doing something for others is the best corrective. 
In settlement work, and in a thousand other ways, opportunity is 
open. This is a real part of the religious life which may not be 
neglected, and for which the university should make ample provision. 
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The university naturally should take definite steps to protect its 
constituency against those common forms of vice and demoralization 
The Need of which prevail. The dangers and temptations of life 
Protection in the large institution and in the city are, upon the 
against Vice wno i e ^ no greater than in the smaller institution and in 
the country. They are more numerous perhaps and more evident; 
but this very openness takes away a large part of their attractiveness; 
and then the counteracting influences are stronger, and likewise more 
numerous. Still, as we all know, they are many and deadly. What 
can the university do to destroy their influence and their attractiveness ? 
It can hold up true ideals of life; it can point out the terrible conse- 
quences of the violation of nature's laws; it can provide proper forms 
of recreation, and a proper atmosphere for recreation. It can through 
its staff of officers exercise a strong personal influence on those who have 
entrusted themselves to its care; it can purge its membership, whether 
in the case of students or officers, of that element which by example 
or direct influence is deteriorating and injurious; it can place itself 
uncompromisingly on the side of all that is good and elevating, and 
just as uncompromisingly against all that is bad and debasing. 
All this it can do, and more. All this it must do, and more, if it 
is to serve conscientiously the interests of those who are within its 
walls. 

Has this statement failed to distinguish properly between the 
religious life and religious education? Perhaps so; for it is not 
The Religious a l wa Y s possible to make a clear distinction. Religious 
Life and education or training is not the study of literature or 

Religious f archaeology or of textual criticism, as some of our 

modern biblical professors would have us believe; nor is 
it the study of history, or of the laws of the mind, or of the laws of the 
universe; all such study, and indeed all study and honest thought, will 
contribute toward a religious education. But religious education itself 
is the recognition and the development of that within us which is more 
than the body and more than the mind. It is itself a part of that 
which makes up life. It is something which begins with life itself 
on the mother's bosom; something which includes all that is holy and 
sacred in life, as the years pass by, whether in relation to home, or 
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country, or church. It is something which those who share the 
university life may not treat with a lack of respect, or even with 
indifference, unless they stand ready sooner or later to pay the cost. 
It is something toward which the university can render a fundamental 
service by encouraging for it a proper and intelligent esteem. It is 
a part of the whole education of a man, lacking which the man lacks 
completeness and unity, and, consequently, strength. 
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